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DISCIPLE MAKER INDEX (DMI) SURVEY RESPONSES
131 OUT OF 1,891 REGISTERED PARISHIONERS 

KEY LEADER PERSPECTIVE #5
THE 5 MOST IMPORTANT EXPECTATIONS OF A 

PASTOR FOR YOUR COMMUNITY VITALITY

23%
YES

78%
NO

PROVIDING SPIRITUAL
DIRECTION/ COUNSEL

PROVIDING PASTORAL
CARE 

SETTING VISION &
DIRECTION 

CELEBRATING THE
SACRAMENTS

TEACHING THE FAITH

FORMING YOUR PEOPLE

PROMOTING
STEWARDSHIP

EMPOWERING SERVICE &
OUTREACH TO THE POOR

PREACHING HOMILIES

MANAGING STAFF &
VOLUNTEERS

MANAGING FINANCES

MANAGING CATHOLIC
SCHOOLS

OVERSEEING CARE FOR
THE FACILITIES

MODELIING PERSONAL
PRAYER LIFE

72

54

53

46

43

42

33

29

26

24

16

10

10

9

I SEND ALL MY
CHILDREN TO
CATHOLIC SCHOOL

I SEND ALL MY
CHILDREN TO
PUBLIC SCHOOL

I HOMESCHOOL MY
CHILDREN

I CHOOSE
SEPARATELY FOR
EACH CHILD

36%41%

9%14%

Have School
Age Children

Education Choice
of Families with

School Age
Children

Giving Percentage

Membership

DEMOGRAPHICS
DMI

Responses

PARISHIONERS BY GENDER

FINANCIALS

MaleFemale

Language

DETAILS

Age

Household Income

Household Contributions
68% 32%

78%

22%ENGLISH

SPANISH

UNDER 45

OVER 45

22%

78% 62%

34%
OVER 10
 YRS

UNDER 10 YRS

 LESS THAN $2,500 (67%)  MORE THAN $2,500

 LESS THAN $149,999 (87%)  MORE 

 LESS THAN 10% (78%)
 MORE THAN 
10% (22%)

If you are
interested in

accessing the full
DMI survey please

scan here:

RAISING MONEY

9



2 3 41

Our parishioners
strongly feel that
we are helping
them grow as a
disciple of Jesus

Christ

Our parishioners
strongly feel that we

offer music that
deepens their desire
to participate more
fully in the Sunday

liturgy

FORMING AS A
DISCIPLE

MUSIC DEEPENS
PARTICIPATION

Our parishioners
answered that they

have never
participated or

attended a retreat

Opportunities
This is a compilation of questions that we received the less favorable response

and our strategy to focus and work on  this outcome

Our parishioners
have never invited

someone to
consider a vocation

to religious life 

FREQUENCY: INVITED
ANOTHER TO

RELIGIOUS LIFE

Relationship
with the Pastor 

Relationship
with Other

Parishioners
Celebration of
the Eucharist

1.

2.

3.

3 MOST INFLUENTIAL
FACTORS IN PARISH

LIFE

45% Sunday Mid
Morning (Between

9:00-10:25AM)
27% Saturday Evening 

18% Sunday Early
Morning  (Before

8:00AM)
9% Sunday Late

Morning (Between
10:30-11:55AM)

1.

2.
3.

4.

MASS TIMES
ATTENDED

50% Build
Community

33% Serve the
Poor

17% Create
Opportunities
for Encounter

1.

2.

3.

HOW TO ENCOURAGE
COMMUNITY

SERVICE 
50% Leading by

example
25% One-to-one

conversation
17% Being visible
in the community
8% Going door to

door to invite
others

1.

2.

3.

4.

PREFERRED METHOD
OF BRINGING OTHERS

CLOSER TO CHRIST

 #10 KEY LEADER PERSPCTIVE
3 OF THE FOLLOWING THINGS THAT THE

PARISH NEEDS MORE OF

 VOLUNTEERS
PARTICIPATING IN
MINISTRIES

YOUNG PEOPLE
INVOLVED

MONEY FOR PARISH
NEEDS

INCLUSIVE SPIRIT 

CLARITY ON PARISH
VISION, DIRECTION,
AND GOALS

 LAY INVOLVEMENT
IN DECISION MAKING
AND LEADERSHIP

 CONTEMPORARY
FORMS OF 
WORSHIP

CATECHESIS ON
CHURCH TEACHING

TRADITIONAL FORMS
OF WORSHIP

SELECT THE PHRASE THAT BEST DESCRIBES THE
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN YOUR PARISH SCHOOL

AND THE PARISH FROM YOUR PERSPECTIVE?

THERE ARE SOME
DISTINCT SCHOOL &
PARISH FAMILIES BUT
EVERYONE BELIEVES IN
THE IMPORTANCE OF
THE SCHOOL

THERE SEEMS TO BE
A NEED TO BUILD A
STONGER BRIDGE
BETWEEN THE
SCHOOL & PARISH
FAMILIES

MOST FAMILIES IN THE
SCHOOL DON’T BELONG
TO THE PARISH & THEY
REALLY ARE TWO
DIFFERENT
COMMUNITIES

OUR PARISH &SCHOOL
FAMILIES CONSIDER
THEMSELVES ONE IN
THE SAME &THERE IS
EXCELLENT
INTEGRATION BETWEEN
THE TWO

25%28%

19% 8%

6% 6%

3%
3%

2%

42%

16%17%

25%

FREQUENCY:
RETREAT
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D e m o g r a p h i c s

S t r e n g t h s  &  O p p o r t u n i t i e s

K e y  L e a d e r  P e r s p e c t i v e

K e y  D r i v e r s

B e l i e f  i n  C o r e  C a t h o l i c  T e a c h i n g

E f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  P a r i s h  S u p p o r t

L e a d e r s h i p  I n d i c a t o r s
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S p i r i t u a l  P r a c t i c e s

M i s s i o n a r y  I m p u l s e

1 .

2 .

3 .

4 .

5 .

6 .

7 .

8 .

9 .

1 0 .



F o r  Y o u r  R e f e r e n c e :
O n l y  1 0 %  o f  o u r  P a r i s h i o n e r s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  o u r  s u r v e y
t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  b a s e d  o n  t h e
1 3 1  p a r i s h i o n e r s  o u t  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 , 8 9 1  m e m b e r s  i n
o u r  p a r i s h .   W h i l e  t h i s  i n s i g h t  i s  u s e f u l ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t
t o  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  t h i s  d o e s  n o t  s p e a k  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e t y
o f  t h e  p a r i s h .  A l s o ,  p l e a s e  k e e p  i n  m i n d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e
s o m e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  w e r e  l e f t  u n a n s w e r e d  b y  o u r
p a r t i c i p a n t s  a n d  i n  e f f o r t s  t o  p r e s e r v e  t i m e ,  t w o
s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  s u r v e y  w h i c h  a r e  “ C r o s s  t a b u l a t i o n s ”
a n d  ” B e n c h m a r k s ”  w e r e  e x c l u d e d .  T h a n k  y o u ,  G l o r y  b e
t o  G o d .



r a c e  
l a n g u a g e
a g e
g e n d e r
m a r i t a l  s t a t u s
c h i l d r e n
m e m b e r s h i p
f i n a n c i a l  i n f o r m a t i o n .

T h i s  s e c t i o n  a i m s  t o  p r o v i d e  i n s i g h t s
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  o f  o u r
s u r v e y .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i t  w i l l  h i g h l i g h t
d e t a i l s  a b o u t  p a r i s h i o n e r s ,  s u c h  a s

Demographics



Demographics



Children & Parish Membership



Financial



Strengths &
Opportunities

T h i s  s e c t i o n  o u t l i n e s  t h e
q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  g a r n e r e d  t h e
h i g h e s t  p o s i t i v e  a n d
n e g a t i v e  r e s p o n s e s  w i t h i n
o u r  p a r i s h ,  b a s e d  o n  t h e
f r e q u e n c y  o f  s t r o n g l y  a g r e e
o r  h i g h  f r e q u e n c y .



Top 3 by Highest Percentage Strongly
Agree (Strength)



Top 3 by Highest Percentage Monthly or
More Often (Strength)



Top 3 by Lowest Percentage Strongly
Agree (Opportunity)



Top 3 by Lowest Percentage Monthly or
More Often (Opportunity)



Key Leader Perspective
T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  e l e m e n t
f u r n i s h e s  s u p p l e m e n t a l
p e r s p e c t i v e s  f r o m
c h u r c h g o e r s  w h o  a c t i v e l y
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  p a r i s h ' s
a c t i v i t i e s .



About You



About You



About You



About You



About Leadership



About Leadership



About Leadership



About Leadership



About Leadership



About the Parish



About the Parish



About the Parish



About the Parish



About the Parish



About the Parish



About the Parish



About the Parish



Key Drivers
T h i s  s e g m e n t  i s  a  c o m p i l a t i o n  o f
i n q u i r i e s  t h a t  h a v e  a  s t a t i s t i c a l
s i g n i f i c a n c e  c o n c e r n i n g  a
p a r i s h i o n e r ' s  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f
r e c o m m e n d i n g  t h e  p a r i s h ,
a f f i r m i n g  t h a t  t h e  p a r i s h  i s
a i d i n g  i n  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  g r o w t h ,
a n d  h o w  f r e q u e n t l y  t h e y  s h a r e
t h e i r  f a i t h .



What Drives a Parishioner to Recommend their Parish to a Friend
and to Indicate the Parish is Helping them Grow Spiritually?



What Drives a Parishioner to Share a Personal Witness
Story?



Frequency



Belief in Core Catholic
Teaching

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  s l i d e s  a r e
i n q u i r i e s  t h a t  p e r t a i n
t o  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  b e l i e f
a m o n g  p a r i s h i o n e r s
r e g a r d i n g  t h e
f u n d a m e n t a l  p r i n c i p l e s
o f  t h e i r  f a i t h .



Belief in Core Catholic Teaching



Effectiveness of Parish Support
T h e  f o l l o w i n g  s l i d e s
d e m o n s t r a t e  q u e s t i o n s
r e l a t e d  t o  h o w  w e l l  t h e
p a r i s h  s u p p o r t s
p a r i s h i o n e r s  p e r s o n a l l y
a n d  s p i r i t u a l l y



Conversations: Care for Community



Connecting Me with Catholic Community



Fostering my Spiritual Growth



Equipping Me to Talk About Faith



Supporting & Educating Children in the
Catholic Faith 



Leadership
Indicators

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  s l i d e
c o n t a i n s  q u e r i e s  t h a t  a r e
p r i m a r i l y  p e r t i n e n t  t o
p a r i s h  l e a d e r s h i p .  T h i s  i s
t h e  i n i t i a l  e l e m e n t  o f  t h e
f o u r  f a c t o r s  o f  a  t h r i v i n g
p a r i s h .



Leadership Indicators



Sunday Experience 

T h i s  s e c t i o n  o u t l i n e s  t h e
q u e s t i o n s  d i r e c t l y
r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  S u n d a y
e x p e r i e n c e



Sunday Experience 



Spiritual Practices
F o l l o w i n g  a r e
i n q u i r i e s
r e g a r d i n g  t h e
r e l i g i o u s
p r a c t i c e s  o f  o u r
c o n g r e g a n t s .



Spiritual Practices



Frequency 



Missionary
Impulse

I n q u i r i e s  r e l a t e d  t o
t h e  m i s s i o n a r y
d i s c i p l e s h i p
p r a c t i c e s  o f  o u r
p a r i s h i o n e r s .



Missionary
Impulse



Thank you!
If you have anyquestions, pleaseemail rectory@sthilarychicago.org


